Amsterdam
1. Background

Amsterdam is the largest city in the Netherlands and is located in the western part of the
country (the province of North Holland). In 2021, it had 873,338 inhabitants (CBS, 2022a).
In 2021, Amsterdam had 449,989 housing units, of which owner-occupied homes made up
about 29%, and rental properties made up 71%. Housing corporations owned 56% of
residential rental properties, and private landlords owned the remaining 44% (CBS, 2022b).
In terms of the age of the housing stock, 42% of the dwellings were built prior to 1945; 15%
were built after 2005. Single-family homes made up 12% of the housing stock, while multi-
family homes made up 88% (CBS, 2022c).

In 2021, 74% of homes in Amsterdam had an individual natural gas boiler; 16% of homes
were heated through district heating; 6% — block heating; 1% — electricity (there is no data on
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comments on the draft heat transition vision. Another social media survey was sent in
January 2020 (received 3,395 responses) and asked Amsterdam residents about any preferred
ways to be involved in heat transitions. Half of the respondents (51%) suggested that a small
representative group of residents should participate in the planning and selection of solutions
for heat decarbonisaton (Amsterdam Municipality, 2020).

The draft heat transition vision was developed by the Over Morgen consultants with the input
of a working group consisting of representatives of the gas and electricity network operator
Liander, the Amsterdam federation of housing corporations, Ymere — the largest housing
corporation in Amsterdam



the residents on heat transition solutions in these neighbourhoods (Amsterdam Municipality,
2020).

To identify a preferred heating solution for each neighbourhood, the consultants in
partnership with the stakeholders developed the criteria for navigating trade-offs between
different heating solutions. The criteria included the following: lowest social costs;
availability of and proximity to sustainable heat sources; sustainability of heat sources
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availability, openness, and nuisance) of heating alternatives, including high-temperature
district heating, individual heat pumps, local heat networks with underground heat storage
and heat extraction from surface water (EnergyGO, 2020).

As a result of conducting the joint study, the distance between the municipality and residents
got smaller (PAW, 2020b). However, the housing corporations chose not to get involved in
supervising the study, which decreased the importance of the study given that the housing
corporations are the major stakeholder in heat transitions (PAW, 2020a). A heat transition
plan for the whole Van der Pek neighbourhood, including other Ymere’s housing, the
housing of three more housing corporations, and privately owned housing, has not been
finalised as of this writing (January 2023) (Amsterdam Municipality, n.d.
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