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A L U M N I  R E U N I O N  W E E K E N D

Library Square

TOUR OF THE KEEP

We invite you to visit the Special Collections 
and the Mass Observation Archive which 
is housed at The Keep (a 20 min walk off 
campus or a short drive. Directions will be 
available from the information point in  
Library Square). 

Special Collections Manager, Dr Richard 
Wragg, will be on hand to show you some 
of the rare and special collections housed 
here, including papers and transcripts 
from Rudyard Kipling and Lord Richard 
Attenborough, as well as Unviersity archives 
and memorabilia Virginia Woolf, Lord Richard 
Attenborough, as well as University archives 
and memorabilia.

http://https://www.thekeep.info


A L U M N I  R E U N I O N  W E E K E N D

Talks and Debates

SUSSEX@60
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A L U M N I  R E U N I O N  W E E K E N D

Talks and Debates

BEYOND BREXIT  –  THE FUTURE OF 
UK TRADE POLICY

Trade policy affects our everyday lives, from 
the food we buy, the jobs we have and the 
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What’s on – Saturday 3 September

FANCY A BITE  
TO EAT OR  

SOMETHING TO DRINK? 

Bramber House, Arts Piazza  
and ACCA café will be open  
from 8.30am to 4.30pm,  
selling a range of coffees,  

sweet treats, and  
lunches.

LOCATION 10am 11am 12pm 1pm 2pm 3pm 4pm 5pm 6pm 7pm 8pm 9pm 10pm Late!

Arts Piazza Café Café open from 8:30am–4:30pm

Attenborough 

Centre for 

Creative Arts 

(ACCA) formerly 

Gardner Arts 

Centre

On the hour. Screening of the Keep documentary �lm Vice-Chancellor's 
Drinks Reception 

in Marquee

Arial dance 
performance 

Café open for lunch

Bramber House Café open 8:30am–4:30pm 6:30pm onwards.  
Dinner served in Bramber House

Chichester 
Lecture Theatre

2:00-3:30pm Sussex@60. A series of TEDx style 
mini-talks from across the University

Academic debate: 
Beyond Brexit – the 
future of UK trade 

policy

Falmer House Live Band ‘Revamp’ (featuring Alumna, Helen Nagle, BA Hons 
Music 1985). Falmer House open till late

The Keep Open for drop in and Tours. *Please note the Keep is 20 
minute walk from Campus. Shuttle bus from Sussex house 

departs 11am and 12noon

The Library Open for drop in. Tours at 11am, 12noon and 1pm

Library Square Information Marquee is open – collection of lanyards and lunch and dinner vouchers

Campus tours departing 11am, 12noon, 1pm, 2pm and 3pm

Self-Guided Art and Architecture Tour. Pick up a programme from the information marquee

Boundary walks at 11.30am, 12.30pm and 1.30pm

Meeting House Tea, coffee and cake served from 
11am to 12:30pm

 Meeting point for alumni by decade

Sport Centre Drop-in. 





A L U M N I  R E U N I O N  W E E K E N D

Art on Campus

Sussex boasts an exciting and varied 
collection of artworks and sculptures, 
which are housed across multiple buildings 
throughout the campus. The original campus 
design was by renowned architect Sir 
Basil Spence, who is also responsible for 
numerous other buildings in the Modernist/
Brutalist style across the UK.

As a brief taster, the following art work can 
be seen as you explore campus over the 
course of the reunion weekend.

1.  IVON HITCHENS (1893 –  1979)

Day’s Rest, Day’s Work (Polyptych).

 Mandela Hall

The Refectory wall showcases a �ne painting 
in wax and oil on four wooden panels, by 
the artist Ivon Hitchens. Hitchens gifted 
the work to Sussex after visiting his friend, 
architect Sir Basil Spence, during campus 
construction. Spence’s modernist design, 
juxtaposed against the rural South Downs 
landscape, moved Hitchens to remark he 
would have loved to have studied here. 

By the 1950s Hitchens was a universally 
admired modernist painter known for large 
abstract landscapes utilising swathes of vivid 
colour. The stunning rolling hills, woodland, 
and heathland of the Downs were his main 
inspiration.

2.  JOHN SKEAPING (1901 –  1980)

Tortoises I & II, 1938.

 Arts A (outside)

A pair of identical two-and-a-half tonne granite 
tortoises, by John Skeaping, live next to the 
circular concrete pond by the Arts Café.  

Skeaping turned away from modernism and 
abstraction after WW2. In his autobiography 
Drawn from Life (London: Collins, 1977) he 
described how he purchased two pet tortoises 
to study their form and movements, before 
sculpting them. Originally designed for an 
adventure camp known as ‘The Isle of Thorns,’ 
in the Ashdown Forest, photographs from the 
1950s show the tortoises on the edge of a 
paddling pool with children playing on them. 
They were acquired by the University in 1992.
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A L U M N I  R E U N I O N  W E E K E N D

Art on Campus

3. JOHN UPTON (1933 –  2005)

Christ’s Entry into Brighton, 1967



A L U M N I  R E U N I O N  W E E K E N D

Art on Campus

8. MIKE EDWARDS (1967)

A Portrait of Lord Attenborough



A L U M N I  R E U N I O N  W E E K E N D

Sunday Morning

Take it easy on Sunday 4 September during 
the �nal day of the reunion weekend.

SUNDAY SERVICE 

This interfaith service of thanksgiving will 
draw on a pluralist ethos with readings 
from Christian, Jewish, Muslim, and 
Buddhist traditions chosen for the occasion, 
reminiscences from members of staff who 
have worked at Sussex over several decades, 
and interspersed with music, composed by 
members of the University or with a link to 
its history. 

The service is led by University Chaplain 
Revd Chris McDermott, a priest, mediator, 
and trainer with a professional background 
in con�ict-resolution and communication 
skills. Chris has extensive knowledge and 
understanding of world faiths derived not 
only from his academic work, but also 
from over 25 years of experience working 
and living in one of the most diverse and 
multicultural areas of the UK.
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