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Simon Wiesenthal Lecture  
The Phantom Giant, the No-Key Gate, and the Beauty Salon of 
History: The German-Jewish Settlement and the Holocaust

The Simon Wiesenthal 
Lecture series has been 
held in collaboration with the 
Documentation Centre of Austrian 
Resistance and the Institute 
of Contemporary History at the 
University of Vienna since 2007, 
when the Vienna Wiesenthal 
Institute for Holocaust Studies 
was being established. The 
lecture series has developed into 
the VWI’s education �agship. 

The lectures take place every six 
to eight weeks, with renowned 
scholars presenting their most 
recent research insights on the 
Holocaust. They highlight the 
impressive spectrum of this 
discipline, its numerous questions 
and issues ranging from empirical-
analytical historiography to topics 
of cultural scholarship.

Gideon Reuveni delivered the 
Simon Wiesenthal lecture in 

CITIZENS AS DIPLOMATS 
Conference, 21-23 September 2022, University of Sussex

Raanan Rein in conversation with Gilead Sher, who served as Chief of Staff and Policy 
Coordinator to Israel’s former Prime Minister Ehud Barak (right to left)

Professor Raanan Rein (Tel Aviv 
University) and Professor David 
Tal, (Chair of Modern Israel 
Studies, Sussex Weidenfeld 
Institute of Jewish Studies) 
organized a workshop entitled 
‘Citizens as Diplomats’ which 
took place on the university 
campus in September 2022. 
It was made possible due to 
grants from the British Council’s 
Strategic Cooperation and Tel 
Aviv University’s Vice- President’s 

Of�ce for International Affairs. 

The workshop brought together 
�fteen scholars from the UK, 
Israel and Europe who presented 
and discussed various aspects 
of the workshop’s theme. The 
discussions were based on pre-



We warmly welcome Michael Blake as the newly 
elected chair of The Advisory Board of The Centre  
for German-Jewish Studies/Weidenfeld Institute at 
the University of Sussex. 

Michael writes: ‘My parents were both refugees 
– my father was born in Austria but lived his early 
life in Czechoslovakia and my mother came from 
Frankfurt in Germany. Both my parents were strong 
Zionists and always involved in Jewish Communal 



New PhD projects

Sally Cherara 
A Historical Exploration into 
Mashreqism and its Streams of 
Thought, 1860 to the Present 

Sally is a recipient of the Morris 
and Bessie Emanuel PhD 
scholarship in Modern Jewish 
History and Culture. 

Sally will explore Mashreqism/
Levantinism as an identity 
expanding in Jordan, Lebanon, 
Syria, Israel, and the Palestinian 
territories and in areas that 
constitute the Mashreq. Despite 
inhabiting a region fragmented 
along ethnic, sectarian and 
tribal lines, her research will 
demonstrate that various Arab 
and Jewish intellectuals have 

attempted to �nd a common thread that weaves the diverse people of 
the Mashreq together. The impetus for this research is the popularity 
and revival of the term Mashreqism among public intellectuals, 
government of�cials and activists in the region. This is the case on 
both an international level, where agreements have been signed 
between various Mashreqi governments and on an internal level, 
where Mashreqism and Levantinism have aroused interest in the 
aforementioned countries and territories.

Samuel Ogden  
Austria and the Holocaust: Coming to 
Terms with an Unwanted Past 

Samuel is a recipient of the 
Morris and Bessie Emanuel PhD 
scholarship in Modern Jewish 
History and Culture.

‘Having been lucky enough to 
have been awarded the Morris 
and Bessie Emanuel Scholarship, 
I am delighted to be joining the 
Weidenfeld Institute this autumn. 
I am very much looking forward 
to drawing on the wealth of 
experience and resources here 
to enable my research, which will 
be centred on the questions of 
Holocaust complicity in modern 
Austrian public memory. I aim to 
better understand the ways in 

which contemporary Austrian society is confronting its Holocaust past 
and identify some of the forces which are shaping the contemporary 




