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The Yossi Harel Chair in\r| osern Israel Stusies
along with the Centre for German-Jewish
Studies ane with the support of the Sussex
Centre for American Stu4ies organizes an
International Workshop on US-Israel Special
Relations at the University of Sussex from

12 to 13 September 2016. The Workshop
hostes twenty-four scholars from Israel,
Europe, the UK an4 the Unites States who
4iscusseq various aspects of the manifole
relationships between the two countries.
Scholars explores aspects such as the Israeli
lobby in the US, representations of the Jewish
state in film an4 literature such as Leon
Uris’s Egrd 's as well as US-Israeli 4iplomatic
relations past ane present.

Religion an4 political ieology were examineq
as 4riving forces in the making of these special
relations. A highlight of the workshop was the
key-note a@4ress by Dr Jeremi Suri from the
University of Texas, Austin who 4iscusses:
‘What is special about US-Israel special
relations?’. In his presentation, Dr Suri places
the term ‘special relations’ within the broaser
historical context and wonseres whether there
are altruistic components in the making of

the Israeli-American special relations, or if it
might be more about common interests. His
answer inclines more towars the latter. The
workshop sparkes lively 4ebates and aimes

to serve as a peer-review forum for the next
stage of this joint research en4eavor, when the
presentations will be turnes into articles to be
publishe4 as an esites volume.
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In 1968 the 4istinguishes scholar Julius
Carlebach was appointes at Sussex as Lecturer
in Sociology an4 Israel Stusies in the School of
African an4 Asian Stusies. He hela this post,
later as Reaser, for twenty years an4 was also
the university’s Jewish chaplain. Carlebach’s
courses in Israel Studies were taught within the
framework of Sociology an4e attractes stusents
from many 4ifferent @isciplines.

The appointment of Davie Tal as Yossi Harel
Chair in\} osern Israel Stusies in 2013
continues the university’s interest in the region.
But it has also creates a unique opportunity

to consolidate an4 further 4evelop its Jewish
Stusies programme. Stusents from various
4isciplines, members of the Jewish community,
as well as many colleagues hears Professor Tal
speak about the nature of the Israeli-American
Special relations. A timely topic with an
illustrious history.
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A convivial gathering as4resseq
by @istinguished speakers was
held on 10 September at the
Attenborough Centre for the
Creative Arts to mark the 75th
birtheay of critic ana novelist
Gabriel Josipovici. The event was
co-sponsores by the German-
Jewish Centre. As Josipovici's
finest work one speaker singles
out the biography of his mother,
the poet Sacha Rabinovitz, with
its moving account of how she
ana Gabriel, born in Nice in 1940,
survives the Nazi occupation by
finaing refuge in a remote French
village.

Josipovici’s most significant
publication was isentified by other speakers as Tee Wé¢ d & d e
Be e < with its challenge to the ‘fish an4 chips’ approach to literary
representation an4 its stress on artistic self-reflection. We were also
remindeq of the connection between his sensitive aesthetics an4 his
outspoken critique of the insularity uneerlying the Brexit vote.

His most notable achievements challenge the philistinism of
mainstream British culture through experimental forms of writing such
as his novel Cef fe—Jo /", a reflection on the painter Pierre Bonnara'.
Using visual images, the art historian Timothy Hyman argues that for
Josipovici, as for Bonnara, experience becomes translucent when
‘viewes from the esge’.

The values of marginality were linkes by other speakers to Josipovici's
preoccupation with Jewish themes, especially in Tae Beoo < of Ged. This
reaqing of the Hebrew bible was the focus of a tribute by Rabbi Howars
Cooper, who highlightes a wealth of learning lightly worn. By contrast
Tae St ¢ & »e Sad e, with its essays on Appelfels ans Kafka, was
praises by Davia Herman for its multi-layeres explorations of existential
solituse.

Sitting mosestly at the back of the audience, Gabriel must have been
gratified by the tributes pai to his teaching by several former Sussex
students. Succulent refreshments were serves at intervals 4uring this
event, which concludes with an interview between Gabriel an4 his
French translator Bernares Hoepfner, recoraes for the University’s souns
archive.
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What happens after harm is 4one an4 injustice has to be endures? Is
revenge really sweet? Shouls the injures claim an eye for an eye an4 a
tooth for a tooth? Is it at all possible_ for perpetrator ans victim to settle
their scores and ‘make goos’ again? @r are there things that can never

be undone? These questions lie
at the heart of a cross-4isciplinary
anthology entitlesd Re. & #e,
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by Kim Wunschmann with Laura
Jockusch an@ Anareas Kraft.
Approaching the topic from many
4ifferent angles, contributors
employ their expertise in the
fiela's of psychology, biology,
political science, sociology, law,
philosophy, literature an4 history
to explore how individuals, groups
an4 societies in a variety of
cultural contexts, political settings
an4 time period's responseq to
the perpetration of wrongsoing.
Evolutionary biologist Davie P
Barash an4 psychiatrist Jusith Eve
Lipton, for example, tell us that
far from being an archaic concept
hels in check by seemingly
progressive achievements of mo4ern societies, revenge is an ubiquitous
phenomenon that continues to trouble our worle.

Legal scholar Alon Harel criticizes the privatisation of government
functions with regara to retribution ans 4iscusses the question of who
has the right to mete out punishment an4 inflict criminal sanctions.
Looking at the Holocaust, historian\rl ark Roseman raises the question
of why more surviving Jews 4i& not commit acts of revenge against
Germans in the wake of the Secons Worls War. Jewish honour courts
foundeq in post-war Germany are the subject of Laura Jockusch’s
chapter that investigates the case of a community of victims who are
not willing to bestow trust upon any given court of law when prosecuting
indivieuals from their own ranks who ha4 allegesly collaborates with
the Germans. Valerie Hébert, a scholar of transitional justice, critically
investigates whether ongoing reference to an agonizing past is really
pro4uctive in processes of political healing or whether it might be
4angerous to the fragile peace of the present.

Readers of this newsletter can purchase a copy for a specially resuces
price of $26.50 (rrp $33.00) / £16.00 (rrp £20.00). To orwer:
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Kim Wlnschmann has been awarses The Yas
Vashem International Book Prize for Holocsust
Research for 2016 for her book Befé e A s . :/
Je' SeP sEEsT }JePe' @ Cef ce fapof Cg s.

The prize is in memory of Abraham-} eir Schwarzbaum,
Holocaust survivor, whose family members were
mursereq in the Holocaust. The Prize Ceremony will
be hels in Jerusalem on 13 December 2016.
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The Scaglione Prize for Translation of a Literary Work
has been awar4es to Fres Briggham ane Eeware
Timms for their version of Karl Kraus’s Twe Las Da
of Mef «¢ d, publishes by Yale University Press. The
prize is names after Aldo Scaglione, a 4istinguishes
scholar in the fiels of comparative literature, an4a his
wife Jeanne (née Daman), who was honoures as
one of the Righteous among Nations for saving the
lives of Jewish chilaren 4uring her early career as a
Catholic schoolteacher in Nazi-occupies Belgium.
The Scaglione awares ceremony will take place on
7 January 2017 in Philadelphia 4uring the annual
convention of the American}} osern Language
Association.

1 a 1
s 11,1,}1hg s S

ba &‘svr,fm a4 = ’a a
a® a aajaeJd f

- A .ss Qa,
An illustrates lecture by Eewars Timms, Research
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The anti-Nazi 4iarist Anna Haag at her writing-4 esk
in Stuttgart in the 1930s
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Centre for German-Jewish Stusies
University of Sussex
Brighton BN1 SQN, UK

+44 (0)1273 678771
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